PATCHWORK                                         "B"
able to get along very comfortably . . . very
comfortably, indeed. Why, when John and I were
first married, we had much less than you,"
Oh dear, how very trying I do find it sometimes
that everyone knows how much everyone else is
earning in this country. However, Mrs. M------
went on apace. . . .
"And in less than a year we had twin boys to
provide for."
She looked at me triumphantly: her ear-rings
danced vigorously, as if they were sharing in her
triumph; and the tout-ensemble I found irritating.
"Well, anyway, I hope we shall be spared that/51
said. "I shall be very disappointed if my baby is not
a solitary girl."
It was -wicked of me, for, of course, I said this on
purpose, having discovered without much difficulty
Mrs. M------*s quite good-natured, but profound
contempt for her own sex. This seemed to nonplus
her, for she said nothing for a moment. Her light
blue eyes darted restlessly about the room. Thank
goodness it happened to be well dusted.
"Well, well," she said, "I daresay the baby
coming makes you feel rather unsettled, Mrs*
Charles, but believe me, your baby can be bom
comfortably here/5 What a strange adverb to use, I